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T he actor, producer and writer Jim Piddock and his partner,

Ann Cusack, are spending their first summer in the

Provençal farmhouse they bought from the actor Richard E

Grant. The three-bedroom house is in the village of Aups, close to

Cotignac, in the Var department, France.

The couple, based between Los Angeles, Fulham and now the south of

France, first visited Aups to have dinner with Grant and Joan

Washington, his late wife. “It was a magical setting: having dinner

outside, surrounded by olive trees with views over the ancient

rooftops of the village,” says Piddock, 68.

“After coming here for more than 30 summers — Eric Idle introduced

us to the area — we’d fallen in love with the Haut-Var region. It feels a

million miles away from Hollywood and forces you to appreciate a

much simpler, slower life. Men sit outside drinking pastis and playing

cards, like in A Year in Provence [the 1989 memoir by Peter Mayle].”

The pigeonnier, at the top of the house, is the perfect place to write,

he says. “We’ve just spent seven weeks here and I’ve planted 20 vines.

Red wine is apparently the easiest to make and I have gone for a

hardy red.”

Piddock is not the only actor turning to winemaking in the area. Brad

Pitt’s Château Miraval is known for its exceptional rosé and now Pitt’s

friend George Clooney is trying his hand at the estate that he and his

wife, Amal, have bought in the area.

ADVERTISEMENT

The low-key appeal of the area, which is an hour from the Côte

d’Azur, is why it’s popular with high-profile home owners. Tim

Swannie, the director of the property search company Home Hunts,

puts it down to this, along with “the nature and climate, the medieval

villages and chateaux, and easy access from Marseille and Nice

airports”.

He says that Home Hunts has just sold a home in Cotignac to a British

family and that friends of the Clooneys have just bought a place in

the village — they have been dining with them on the terrace of the

restaurant Picotte Provence.

The restaurant Jardin Secret, with the chef Benoît Witz, opened this

summer in the newly renovated luxury hotel Lou Calen. It was there

that the actress Brigitte Bardot and members of the band Pink Floyd

once dined in the 1970s while visiting the Miraval Studios that have

been reopened by Pitt.

Properties in Cotignac — classified as a “plus beaux village de France”

since 2022 — command a premium, but you can find a two-bedroom

house in the village centre for €325,000 (£273,000) (green-acres.fr),

within easy reach of art galleries and the plane-tree shaded

restaurants of the main square, along with the lavender-infused

cocktails of a new pastis bar, O’Fadoli.

• Take a tour of this rosé wine-inspired house in ProvenceTake a tour of this rosé wine-inspired house in Provence
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Homes there are more aoordable than in the fashionable Alpilles and

on the coast, Swannie says. Large estates with vineyards will cost

more than €3 million, but you can find a three-bedroom villa with a

swimming pool for €800,000 to €1 million. Home Hunts has a six-

bedroom property with vineyard for sale at €1.5 million.

“Possibly spurred on by Donald Trump [running for re-election as

president], American buyers have been especially active,” he adds.

“And we saw a big sigh of relief from international buyers when the

far right did not have the success in the French election that some

feared.”

Property prices in Cotignac have increased 27 per cent in the past five

years, according to the portal Meilleurs Agents, with houses now

averaging €4,187 per sq m. This is lower than Mougins near Cannes

(€7,216) and St Rémy de Provence near Avignon (€5,738).

Villages around Cotignac are more aoordable, such as Aups, La

Verdière and Entrecasteaux, says Gillian Wilson of Leggett

Immobilier, who adds that buyers are a 50/50 mix of second-homers

and people relocating, with Australians and Americans more

prevalent than British.

However, Wilson has recently sold a three-bedroom villa for €570,000

in Entrecasteaux, a pretty village with a boulangerie, a bar and

restaurants, to a British buyer. “In Aups we have a four-bedroom

house with a shared swimming pool and tennis court for €420,000.”

Grant’s house was on sale at €570,000.

ADVERTISEMENT

The former BBC news presenter Richard Swallow, who is now an

artist and lives in a three-bedroom house at the foot of Cotignac’s

clios, likes that the area has been relatively overlooked. Swallow and

his partner, John Tanner, an interior designer, divide their time

between Alnwick in Northumberland and Provence.

“There are a lot of artists and creative people here and I love the fact I

can walk through the vineyards and not see a soul,” says Swallow, 65,

whose yen for a new renovation project means he is toying with

selling up. “It’s a lot less Beverly Hills than Eygalières [in the Alpilles],

where it’s Lamborghinis and Michelin-starred restaurants.”

Yet with its stylish hotel and restaurants, Cotignac is fast attracting a

new clientele, Jeany Cronk says, who with her husband, Stephen, and

three children moved there from London in 2009 and founded

Mirabeau Wine, another fêted rosé producer.

“Cotignac has been a favourite of those in the know for some time,”

says Cronk, 51. “But recent photos of the Clooneys have put the village

even more on the map. It’s more easy-going than on the coast, so

people are not so starstruck here.”

For sale

A six-bedroom bastide property sitting in vineyards in Cotignac is on

the market for €1.495 million, home-hunts.com
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A six-bedroom house and swimming pool surrounded by 1.5 hectares

of olive groves in Cotignac is on the market for €850,000, home-

hunts.com

Three-bedroom stone house with about 20 olive trees in Cotignac is

on sale for €497,000, frenchestateagents.com

A four-bedroom house in Cotignac with a hobby vineyard producing

rosé is on sale for €769,600, frenchestateagents.com

A seven-bedroom château with 98 hectares and ten minutes’ drive

from Cotignac is on sale for €2.5 million, frenchestateagents.com

Need to know

• Allow about 8 per cent of the purchase price for buying costs on a

resale property.

• There is no council tax surcharge on second homes in Cotignac.

• 91 per cent of Provence’s vines produce rosé (vinsdeprovence.com)
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