I heard 1t through the Grapevine
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Bdmin’s love affalr with France isn’t just
about holiday homes or the new lifestyle
vou've always dreamed of. Many investors are
now trealising the ttue potential of turning
theit vision or hobby into profit. Grahame
Anderson has this special report.

The wine business is fast becoming a green
light for those who seek an exciing fresh
challenge i Butope. In fact, Growing imterest
from UK and intesnational buyers secking hoth
hobby and mvestment vineyard properties has
lead UK based Huome Hunts o launch a bespoke
vineyend setvicss with 2 specialist and expetienced
=t tn help direct people thtuugh the entire
buying process.

The launch enincided well with the pound
being at it strongest against the Euro since March
2008 and buyess will now he getting maore vines
and property for theit money. Rory Ramsden,
Home Hunts consultant and vineyard expert savs
“Home Hunis® vineyand sales in France boomed
in 2014 and are up 35 per cent when companed
with data from the previous year, and this is likely
0 eontinue with the bargaing curtently found in
the Buto-zone,

Fot example, a stunning 80 hectare vineyard
estate overlnoking the Tuberon Nagonal Patk in

Provence, on the matkee with Home Hunes for

3 The-Frvits

e

€9 million today - thats 6,700,000 - would have
cost 7,900,000 in the summet of 2013 when the
pound was worth juse €1.14 —a stumning saving
of £1,200,000.

Some agents have no more than 10 per cent
of the vineyand properties for sale on their books
And of course, vinevard ownets are patticulatly
discreet as they dont wane their competitos
ot staff o know thet property is on the open
matket. Buyers have o dig deeper as 2 tesult.
This & where Home Hums’ extensive market
intellipence and carefully esmblished ecomections
cotne into their own. They have acoss to more
vineyands than any other estate agent because
it’s 2 buyets agent, with access t all real estane
on sale hy parther estate agrenis. Theit specialists
cover vast areas of Frunce mcluding Bordeawx,
St. Bmilion, Pechatmant vineyards tieat Bergetue,

Provence and Tanguedoc Roussillon,
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But before the procss of locadng and
patchasing can begin, potential investots must
ask themselves an important questdon as Roty
Ramsden explains: “Tris vital to esablish whetber
the huyer’s primary aim is tn buy a business and
make money, or m simply live in 2 wondetful
French property and keep themselves occupied
by looking after a few viness™

In Frunce, eght to o 10 acres of premium
EFrape-giiwing vield

investment tetums of as much as 20 per cent

land am kng-tetin
yesr, dtp:nding on market demand for conttact
grape purchases. Though this of coutse is
pethaps the highest realiste tare. Olivier de
Selle, manager of Agri France, a Patis subsidiaty
of BNP Patibas, the French bank says “With a
good sales system and a good vineyard, ownets
cah wim fot a four per cent annual profie selling
grapes in Frunee”




Bordeaux vineyard propettes with renovation
potentdal are highly sought after at the moment.
Funding of between three and five €million can
secute a beautiful Grronde  chiiau situsted on
a hill overlooking its vineyvards It consists of
85 hectares of kind of which 58 hectares are
'fiIll.I:.".l.ﬂ!. Thete is a 19th (.:L'ntut"\‘ Muisom de
Maire with Tower offering five bedrooms and
several superb recepdon fooms The propetry
alse hus an impeccable stone buillding with a
renovaed wine cellar, offices, tasting toom and
a labotuwmoty. All viti/vini matesial for the proper
functioning of the enmetptise is included in the
offer, (bordeaushbeyond.couk),

When it comes to ]‘u.ulgt:f, arownd 75 I'n:r cent
of enquitics and sales ate for propetties in the
€0-1 million brucket. Atound 20 per cent are
Inoking for propertes besween €1-5 million, 4
petcent. ate searching in the €5-15 million sange,
and just one per cent ate looking at propetdes
worth mare than €15 million.

Ramsden’ tip for finding good value for money
in France is to lnok in the Péchamant ."\I:lluinit i,
a well-known wine in the Dordogne depattment.
This AOP {Appdlatinn d'Origne Protédeée) ambe
found in the hilks o the noeth of Bergeme, “Tt is
anly 461 heaares, but the wines compare to those
from Lalunde de Pomerol in price, yet the land is
anly E30,000 per becate compared w €220,000

pes hectare in St Emilion.” e fuge 54




Elsewhere a vineyard estane i curtently
available in  Hemult, Montpellier-Tanguedoc
t::msistfng of 215 actes, 30 of which are Org..l.nil.:
and AQC vitieyards (red and white varieties). Te
alsohas 87 actes of organic grain crops, fruit trees,
olive production and scrub alongside wood pines
et In terms of housing You'll gee a 19th cenrury
Castle built on Roman ruins with hested pool,
greenhouse and magnificent gardens. A building
has been recently tenovated inm 2 couple of
apattments (two and five bedtooms), and thesek
an ait-conditioned luxury spa Jacuez, sauna ..}
very up-scale. A second building containg seven
Fuest tooms and tao .min.-x, with a third t.:;l.ﬂ'}'iﬂg
two apartiments aiid offices used by staff. Other
highlights include o huge winery, cellar equipment
and cultivating maresial. Wine stocks are included
in the ptice of €10, 5300,000. (homehunts)

Its best not m ndy on any estate agent
valuation Flgun: as their du:.:,‘ is tn gt:‘l the hese
price possible for the property.  Some estate
apents will overprice propettes, oe there could
be details about the properties they deliheturely
choose noe to share,

Home Hunts wall i:rnJ\-Hn 11uyt..1's with t::\pr._ﬂ
instruction and advice tha Jught wit the entte
buying process, from the initial smges of looking
for a vineyard fight through to aftet-sales care
service, whether it is to help smounth the mansiton

o n.mning awine e g g 55
J

Holiday France Direct - Properties that are booked direct with owner

Hulfickay France Dineet & idead fir owners who peefr t mmainean amiol ovet theit
etirgs and combact with dhetr guests Troffes hobdaymelers ane of the ugest pordolios
of independently ownad holiday property in Famee: and Spain. And beouwse its oanes
are ndependert, ench propetty an offer & unigue, alloaing guests iote chofce so that dhey
cty find the pesfoes holidiy hoene,

Tt sucocssfudly and consistently maskets @ great vanay of self-cuering and B&B
halidey rentals ardd properdes — fm wan sparmens 0 beach chales and mobile
homes @ chitese. Ouners benefit from direst aoass o the populer website www
holidey franoadrectonuk i showewse theis propeny, ncuding Bsings, phoss, rennd raes
and snuikihiley calerdex Thene i also the Quickbouk (pay per booleng opeon whete the
oustamet can seaute ther booking on-Ene with a £29 fee, advettisets sirply deducting this
frotn the nontd ench dme. T quick and sy to g up anline and stadght saay benefit
fratm HFD omdite: mathesing, press achvertisang and PR covetugne soss tataoral, ned wnd
Franasphile press; plus HFD offets ownes ad ostimets 20% off Betany Ferties fimes
Holiday Homes - Properdes that ase sold as part of aninclusive holiday padkage

Mesnorhile, Holiday Homies is o hassle-free letting service managed on the ownesy
behulf by Britzany Ferrex Murketing, enguisies, bookings and tenm] payments (dinoct
tra French or UK hank wecount) ate all mken cure of. Plus owmets engoy the boous of
an off-pak Channel erossng foe (75 (for 2 crr and all passengrers) and 2 200% saving
on ferty fares throughout the year

Propetties ate matketed via Brittn Fertied” website, ot a popalat brochure
Cottages and Vilks With ever 1,300 holiday homes oa offer, Bristany Ferties & one
of the lages @dfdtive tout operitons to France and northemn Spain ~ the perfect
ctedetstials for offering holiday hotne ownets a fisst-dass mahaged leting servioe

Propetty ooties wishing to find out mote an do so by calling (G630 159 6368 o
11:, vish ring u-ww.'mimn:, ﬁ'l'rics.t:trn,-"ir.x}w urprispesrty
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business, finding the right school for
childeen ot helping with tenovation wotk.

The fully opetational vineyard {en fermage)
located within 5 minutes of Duras in the Lot
et Gatonne, 40 minutes from Besgetue aitport
presents a superb investment opportunity.
The property comptises 2 modern style five
hedroom house, open plan living room, newly
fitted kitchen and swimming pool. Thete
are views over the vineyard, 10 hectates of
grounds of which 8.5 hectates are planted o
vines with Sauvignon Blane, Merlot, Cabernet
Sauvignon, and Cabernet Frane grape vatieties.
You'll get a smte of the art winety with latge
stotuge barn, insulated wine store and office/
sales/tasting ronm, A Large storage barn and
insulared wine svore, Brund and website are
included in the sale priced at €682,500 ~ that’
£505,323, offeting 2 huge saving of 93,641
from exchange rates offetred in the summet of
2013, (homehunts),

Always get the hest legul advice you can and
do los of in depeh tesearch before mking the
plunge — investing in 2 vineyard can be 2 huge
under-taking, Companies like Home Huns will

he a vety good starting point.

The fruits of your vigion await.
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