ASHEVILLE,
NORTH
CAROLINA

What's the pull? It's the
epicentre of the Blue Ridge

Mountains for lovers of The
Hunger Games, The Last of
the Mohicans and Cold
Mountain — all were filmed
around Asheville. The small
and relatively liberal college
fown is a supparter of the
World Tal Chi Day and
alternative

country m
Plumes of smokers around

prose
President Ebana halidays
at the historic Grove Park
Inn; there's an action-
mavie festival, organised
:% Aaron Norris, brother
Chuck.

Where to live South
French Broad, a leafy
bike-friendly area south

% is wnmnhll;arbym
ints.
while Monglefold‘s Vr}gcmﬂan
homes are being converted
inta chichi B&Bs. South
Asheville Is dominated

the 250-room

e
estate, built in 1895

The cost of living House
prices are rising by 4% a
year in the 80, trong

Tudor four-bedroom new-
builds start at £150,000.

What the locals say
Watch out for the invasion
of “leaf peepers” in
autumn — tourists flock
to admire the fiery follage.

Wha to call 00 1 828 337
7575, nks.com;

ir travel is all well
and good, but those poky
Plexiglas windows and fuggy
cabins don't allow for any
tion of the
gloriousness of the French
countryside. Now, though,
Francophiles can board the.
Eurostar and (from £99
return) spend six and a half
hours ogling at chateaux,
vineyards and lavender fields
all the way to Marseilles.
Launched on May 1, the
new high-speed route,
which also stops at Lyons
and Avignon, is a typically
Gallic way to travel to the
sun-bleached south of the
country — chic, unhurried
and, apart from the soggy
croque-monsieurs in the
buffet car, rather romantic.
It certainly isn't for the
time-poor execs who spend
their weekends wheeling
cm‘y ons through the
lounge at Nice
xtrpurt or for those who
‘would rather not spend a
tedious hour at Lille on the
return journey going through

_| customs and baggage scans.

Judging from the packed
carriages and carnival
atmosphere on the first
Jjourney from St Pancras, the
service should be a hit. More
than 55,000 tickets have been
sold for trips to the end of
October — and that's before
the process of refurbishing
the existing fleet and adding
7 new trains, plus installing
wi-fi in the carriages, begins

 later this year.

Continental estate agents,
who are still punch-drunk

m the financial crisis,
tax hikes and, lately, the
worrying lack of Russian
buyers (there are even
whispers that hard-up
oligarchs are being forced
to sell their Riviera boltholes),
are hoping that the five-
times-a-week service

2 will help to rekindle the
£ British love affair with

French property.
“International buyers have
started to come back this
year, led by the Brits, " says
Mark Harvey, partner and
head of the team covering
France, Monaco and the Alps
at Knight Frank estate
agency. Harvey says 28% of

accounted for almost half.

© year (notwitl

Eurostar now links London to ﬁiseilles in sixand a
half hours=giving British buyers a new way into the
market. Alexandra Goss discovéfs what's on offer

So, what has changed?
Currency, for one: the pound
is11% stronger against the
euro than it was this time last
any
post-election bounce), and
there is a perception that
parts of the country are a safe
haven for investment. It is
understood that the Qatari

and put buyers off. Now they
understand that it can be
mitigated using a mortgage.”

French loan rates have
ropped to all- time lows. It is
ow possible to secure a rate
f 2.55% fixed over 20 years,
down from 3.5% in May 2014
This translates to a saving of
more than €45,700 (£33,700)
in interest over the life of a
€400,000 Joan, according to
French Private Finance,

“The Eurostar mute isn't

“This is a big

: to the market,” says Giles

Hannah, senior vice-
president of Christie's
International Real Estate.
House prices have also come
down, in some cases as much
s 35% from peak levels.
Francois-Xavier de Vial,
director of the buying agency
Home-Hunts, believes that
the perception of Francois
Hollande and his tax policies
has also changed. “The
introduction of the 75%

‘| wealth tax caused us a lot of
;| problems at the beginning,

going
market, but it shcmld give

of the global private portfolio
at Savills estate agency. “It
also gives you options. Dare

I say, French air-traffic
control has been a nightmare
these past few months.”

AVIGNON

Much more than simply the
site of a famous bridge, this
walled city is still blessed
with the graceful architecture

The new high-speed route is a typically Gallic
way to travel to the sun-bleached south of the
country: chic, unhurried and rather romantic

o

some UK airports, and it is
possible to fly to Marseilles,
the new Eurostar line offers
another way in — if you treat
yourself to a standard premier
ticket (from £199 return), you
can arrive fed, watered and
with scarcely a crease in your
chinos in Shr 49min.

“You can also take home a
lot more wine and cheese,”

* points out David Kampfner,

nal co-ordinator at

; eglo -

i Leggett Immobilier estate

: agency — Eurostar allows two
i suitcases per person, plus a

: piece of hand luggage.

Buying in town means you
have the attractive option of
being able to let your property
for Avignon's renowned arts
festival in July; helpfully, the
requirement for forefgn
owners to pay a “social
charge 0f15.5% on rental
income and capital gains was
recently overturned by the
European Court of Justice. A

Mo R Vet Xorhan S ey
and self: ofa ious home H
one-time seat of papal power. wlt.h three bedrooms and a desires The
, its well-kept cobbled 650 sq ft terrace, within Vieux Port and

streets radiate a distinetly walking distance of the TGV Notre-Dame:

2st-century edge, with station, is on the market for  ; dea Garde in

fashionable boutiques, €£690,000 (020 8144 5501, Marseilles.

wholefood shops and small, home-hunts.com). Below, the

yappy dogs toted round in The new train service also  © city's MUCEM

designer handbags allows easy access to the { museum. Top,
:  Though Flybe offers landscape around Avignon — classic Provencal
: services to Avignon from the sleepy, pine-scented countryside

Provence of vineyards and
blue-shuttered homes
immortalised by Peter Mayle.
This is the ultimate middle-
class nirvana, where Britons
can buy a charming old
farmhouse for €500,000,

earning them summers in the *

sunshine, an enviable wine
cellar and erucial
rights among the PTA.

A 20-minute drive from
Avignon, the quiet, narrow

streets of the medieval village

of Barbentane are free from
cars and tourists and smell
pleasantly of jasmine. A
restored stone house in the
centre with two bedrooms, a
terrace, useful parking space
and a wine cellar is on sale for
£529,000 (00 33 490 5473
76, colpacrtwehrle.com).
And then, of course, there
is Aix-en-Provence, a brainy
pocket of the Parisian Left
Bank but with prettier
gardens, sparklier fountains

10m

TIMES~
One lucky member and a guest will win a baliday in San
Francisco, iﬂ(lllnlm.a Kuoni Wine Lover's Tour. To enter, visit

mytimesplus co.uk

AVIGNON

Dating from the reign of Napoleon Il this
maison de maitre, just southeast of the city
centre, has eight bedrooms, five bathreoms
and three receptions. Sit back and wait for

G50 955 8%, ik com

HULIERES‘SUR'CEZE

A 90-minute drive from Avignon, this
six-bedroom farmhouse s a bit out of the
way, but at this price you can't be picky.
There's a large garden and a bam ripe for
conversion, but only two bathrooms.

0870 011 5151, o

i and a Latin joie de vivre. You
: can see why the French

: themselves voted the

* stomping ground of Zola and

Cézanne the most desired

- ¢ town in which to live: your

mansions, while the biggest

stress is deciding whether to
buy dmerryor plum tomatoes
from the e market.

As you'd expect, properties
in Aix don’t come cheap —
particularly if you want to
be close to kha: plane-tree-
lined Cours Mirabeau. A
two-bedroom flat in a
converted townhouse in the
Mazarin district, so close to
Mirabeau that you can
almost smell the cappuccinos
and expensive cologne, is on
the market for €1.3m
{home - hunts.com). For those
with bulkier budgets, an
18th-century manor house
within striking distance of the
centre costs €2.995m. That
ets you six bedrooms, six
bathrooms and 2.29 acres of
beautiful gardens, a

swimming pool and even your
own fountain (02‘\3 7861 5034,
com|

Over the past decade, more
than €660m has been
ploughed into this sunbaked
Mediterranean spot, which
was crowned the 2013
European Capital of Culture.
Norman Foster, the starchitect
behind Wembley Stadium and
the Gherkin, has helped to
reimagine the Vieux Port,
pedestrianising much of it in
a gentle pale granite to echo
the shade of the original
limestone cobbles and adding
the gleaming, reflective
Ombriére, a “shadow place”
that offers much-needed
shade to broiled tourists and
craggy fishermen hawking the
fruit of their nets.

MARSEILLES

France’s second city has
2,600 years of histary, and
almost as many prejudices
stacked against it. For too
long synonymous with
drugs, gangs and violence,

cubelike Museum of European
and Mediterranean
Civilisations (MuCEM), with
its dark, filigree-effect
concrete casting a lacy
shadow, while the beautiful
peuple sip espressos in the

ic cafes that have sprung
up of late. Smaller touches

is visibly
off its old, seamier skin and

growing a glittering new one.

such as restoring
cleaning the facades of the

imposing Napaleon Il —
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buildings and sensiive urban
planting have also made the

place feel cared for, helping to ©

alter its French Connection
stereatype — though a new
Metflix series et in the city

due to albr later this year could =

siet things back. Billed as a
cross-Channe] House of
Cards, we are promised drug

lords, cormuption and a power :

struggle between the city's
veleran mayor and a young
palitician beoking bo usurp
him. 5o, the exact opposite
of the squeaky-clean new
vision the h:l.u‘i.u harard B
trylng to portra

“Being -:'aplhl nf culture
Tas transformed Marsedlles,
o ondy changing the wrban
planning, but altering the
-5t of people,™ Inslsts
Anfe Marle d"Esticnne
d'Orves, the city's deputy
mayor for culture, = More
tourists come every year,"

Crverseas property buyers
are alio starting to trickle in
tex ther area, which boasts an
appealing 300 days of
sunshine a vear. Nevertheless,

most are focusing on bess edgy -

lecations, *Cassis, a preity
sexshde resort a J5-minute
dlritve Crom Marseilles, is an
undlscovered jewel,” says
Kampimer of Legeen
Immobilier, who i selling a
19th-century townhouse
with five bedrooms, a peol
and a garden in the centre
of the part for £3.6m
[trenchestateagents. com).
“It s long been popular

with the wealthy French, who 2

o there for the weekend, bat
we are now starting o get
sme international buyers,
antracted by the fact that it's
at least half the price of the
Chte d’ Arur.”

For those braver buyers whoe
want to dive into the beating
heart of Marseilles, the surest
Spts 10 hook Include the ald
part., Here, up an old-
fshioned private lift, isa
two-bedroom duplex with
glorioes J60-degree views of
the sea and the city’s most
evocative landmarks, from
the Cibé Hadleuse — Le
Corbusier's ground - breaking
musdernist housing block, a

beacon of rough-cast concrete :
andl callaborative, harmonions e

Livings, wiiich is pending

deslgnation 25 a Unesco world -

heritage site — o the rwo-
tome hasilica of Notre-Dame
diz la Garde. That vista gives
the property, which has a
large termce but nesils some
coaretie work, a hefty price
tag of 890,000 (home-hunis.
com); in cheaper areas, a
similar-sized flat could be
fouend for 200,000,

Slightly further from the
ooast, mear the peachy bulk
of the Abbey of 5t Vietor, s a
trogecal labyrinth of a home
bkt like a riad arounsd a
1,300 sqy it courtyand flled
with lush plants, and a jade-
green swimming pool in the
ocentre. Bought by a couple of
interior deskgners 12 years
ago, when it was a derelict
printing fxctory, it has been

frems Lo and yoo coutd be
sty in the Plaoe di P
In Avigregn, i oy six hnu 5

LE PARADOU

The viltage of Le Pasadou, at the foat of the Alpiles, between

Avignan and Marseilies, is a byword for Pr

| chanm. This

restoeed 17th-century coaching inn in the centre of the village
has nine bedrooms (spread ower o main howss and quest

property), a peol and, for when it rains, 3 home dinerma system.

020 7249 9772, aylestord.com

e EH PH[I‘.I’EHEE

Setin LT acres within striking cistance of Alx, this 18th-centuy
baxstide has been renovated ko oreate five bedicams, three
baitheoams and an annese. While & néw owner may wish 1o do
a spot of redecorating, they can’t quitible with the garden, which |

has an ot
020 7861

nove, 3 vegetable patch and a featen: poal
Imlgﬂnnt

MARSEILLES

Hitdden off a nondescript street a couple of blacks back from

the Visue Part, this impeccabie horme 15 5e1 anound & trogical

courtyand with palm trees and a swimming pool. The bwvo hugs

reception rooms and an indoos/outdear dining aea are perfect

for entertaining wpstairs are five bedeoam suites and a study,
5501, home-hunts.com

020 8144

I, — i B =T e
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turned Into an achingly hip
home, stashed with
midcentury -modern
furndture and wpeycled
tehotchbes. As far from the
Provencal gingham
tablecloth, shabby-chic
stereolype 28 you can
Imagine, the twmbouse

babme) revolution rippling
through Marseilles — the five
ensuite bedrooms are let out
ir ebeign - conscions guests
for up to CHM a night, It's on
the market at €2, 1m; the
estabe agent tells me that an
English architect b already
keen o by b, bat

“meedds to convinee his wife”
(b hmits. com) .

That marital coerclon sums
up the exsence of Marseilles,
which s still gritty and
brusque, immortalised in the
press as France's murder

R a— - %

typifies the “bobo™ (borgeols

- capital thanks to the dogs
gangs, which have a hahlr of
: bumping off their business
 associates with Kalashnikovs,
: The hulking presence of
- Algerian ships in the
£ gleaming new port symbolise
- the racial and economic
: tensbons in a city that is riven
between its more prospenmas
: south and the poorer, more
- Afrlcan north.
1 Marseilles is aloo an -1
1 unproven market as far as the
1 British are concermed — a
1 factor that could cither be
1 a blessing or a burden, “The
{ face of the city has changed o
1 completely — It"s quite
1 boairgeoks now,™ says de Vial
ol Home - Hunts, a Parislan
1 whao has lived in the city for
1 more than a decade and
become its ardent champion,
“It'5 a bit like Live -
peophe elther love it or hate it."

Why invest in one secand home when you can enjoy many.

O i equily share

in » diversifed porffolio of luxury willas and chalets, and Faingél i woild

from home to home, All propertses are beautifully furnished ond meticulowshy managed for
yau bo anjoy as Soon A% wou anffve. WIth every detall aken cand of by your dedicatod Persanal
Conclerge, you cin relax and make the moest of yvour precious hollday Bme.

Walcamae to The Hideawnays Club. E. EI

|| ratment in I|¢_IC.I15.G..._ PFraperty Fend starts from LEs.000

et Ine prries tha risk of patant 5 pit

+44 (0)20 7205 2416 | thehldeawaysclub, com
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