QUNTRY LIF

Buying a slice of
Saint-Tropez

FRENCH RIVIERA

Property prices in France'

s iconic summer

resort and along the Riviera are significantly
more affordable than this time last year.
Cathy Hawker investigates what's for sale

Saint-Tropez and the hinteriand
Whether you view it as Europe’s most
yground o an over
crowded melée

illustrious pl

nt-Tropez

been consistently en vogue since the
1950s. That was when director Roger
Vadim used the quiet fishing village
as the backdrop for his latest film
starringa litle-known French actress.
That starlet was Brigitte Bardot, the
film was And God Created Woman
and, between them, they made Saint-
Tropez a global brand.

Today, despite repeated rumblings
‘about standstill summer traffic and the
proliferation of designer boutiques,
aint-Tropez continues to enthrall
The Place des Lices, shaded by mag-
nificent plane trees and populated by

how busy it is, but that buzz is the
reason why the Cap
dAntibes or St-Jean-Cap-Ferrat have
similar property values, b
Buyers choose Saint Tropez because
they want to sit outside Café de
and have that view over the port

That unique atmosphere kept the
town at the top of its game last year,
with several notable high-ticket sales,
n. It remains popular,
but the high rollers spending multi.
millions on statement homes have
gely given way to a more tradi-
tional core market

*So far this mainly
British and northern Europeans spend-
ing between €750,000 and €3 million,’
Mr Brennan states. He highlights

re there.

are quieter

says Mr Brenna

, buyers.

elderly, play
still charms and Club 55, the
seafront restaurant on gorgeou
Pampelonne Beach created in 1955
dim's crew, remains

asa canteen for V
the place to be seen

Saint-Tropez offers a nd
vitality that you don't find a
else on the Riviera, says Nic Bre
of Savills (020-7016 3740; www.
savills.co.uk). Yes, people moan about

ney

East

This appeal
explains the enduring desirability of
the Valbonne area, including Opio,
Roquefort-les-Pins, Chiteauneuf de
Grasse and Le Rouret, says Tim
Swannie of Home (020-8144
5501; www.home-hunts.com). ‘These

best-of-both-worlds

villages provide a rural lifestyle com-
bined with easy access to the coast
within 20 minutes. They have lovely

nts, excellent local mark

andthe people are warm and friendly”

In this region, expect Lo pay about
€1 million for a modern villa with
three or possibly four bedrooms in
agated community with a communal

FOR SALE
€735k FOR SALE
LacdeCassien  €099K
A six-bedroom
illa in the eastem
rivate gardens

Cotignac
A wel-rerovated
Bth-century

asticle With

bedrooms,
apool. temni
ourt and six

Fayence and
Tourrettes. Lac
de St Cassien is
within 10 minutes,
annes is 30
minutes away
Nice within
anhour. Leggett
0870

acres of land, inc
Juding fs own
vineyard. C

easy re:

Family-fri

h, there
ndly,
choi
Terre Blanche, a 740-acre golf. ho

re watersports on
unspoilt Lac de §
hoiice of aetivities at

el

and leisure resort in Tourrettes, which
has Europe’s largest spaand a David
Leadbetter Golf Academy

West
Historic towns and villages
Saint-Tropez and west of Draguignan
include Tourtour—known as 'the vil-
Cotiggnac and Lorgues.
olden triangle’ with

away and Saint-Tropez and Aix-en-
Provence within an hour.

Vidauban, south of Lorgues, is
adelight as is Correns, further west
and inland, north of Brignoles.
merly best known as an organic-
wine-producing village, Correns came

or-

towider prominer

when Hollywood
stars Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolic
200-acre Chilteau Mi
and married there last year.

British buyers choose stone farm-
houses close to these villages, set in
at least 2V acres of land with typical
prices,says Chris Moore of Home:
between €800,000 and €2 million
He's selling a restored six-bedroom
maswith separate caretaker’s cottage
lose 10 Lorgues for €1,895,000.
“Avoid villages along the AS motor-
 cortidor siich as Les Arcsand Le
autions Mr Moore. “They're
pretty, but with a motorway, a TGV
and a departmen d, one has to
be careful of the environment

bought th al

wa

net

in Les Parcs de Saint-Tropez, a quiet
gated community close to the town
For sale at €2.6 million, it has a sep-
arate two-bedroom studio, a garage
andaquiet communal pooland grounds.

“British buyers a

focused onvalue
and, forthem, the favourable exchange
rate has made a significant differ
ence,” he adds. “Even with the slight

softening of sterling against the Euro

pool and ter

or more bedroo

says Mr Swannie

Inland from Ci
Leggett Immobilier (08
http://fr
reports inreased interes

of Cabris. ‘Perched

than €
pared to homes directly on the co

FOR SALE FOR SALE
€2.6m €25m

Roguefort-

Ramatuelle

nthe his of

Ramatugle, with

and the bay of
Pampelonne,
a beauti

separale
bedrom studo

inLes Parcs g
SantTropez, a
aled resort
with communal
pooland gardens.
Savils (020~

16 3740)

Provengal vila
iarge.
gardens

1553)

nis courts, An older
farmhouse or laxury villa with five
us, 2 pool and a large
garden would be nearer €2,5 millio

nes, Tim Clark of
0 115151;
nchestateagents.com)
in beauti
ful Grasse as well as the small town
hon a hill with
sweeping views over the bay of
nnesand the Esterel hills, you can
find a villa with sea views for less
)0.000—great value cor

recently, prices
affordable than a year ago.

The well-reported woes of the Euro
have been instrumental in persuad.
s holding other curre
that this is a good time to spend.
Mark Harvey of Knight Frank (02

1 1553; www.knightfrank com)
confirms that, compared to & year
fold for
buyers and is up 30%
from British clients.
aweaker Eurohas

emain 20% more

ing b

ago, demand has risen thre

It's evident that
elped create amore

compelling and attractive investment

backdrop,” says Mr Hs

He continues: ‘Demand is growing
1de
Vence and is returning to locations

in Mougins, Valbonne and St Pa

such as La Garde-Freinet and the Va

ge
over the past tw

These are the prime towns and vil
Iagies of the hinterland, the area behind
the coast from Nice to Saint-Tropez

ally, which were badly affected
rs.

and most lie within an hour of Nice
airport. They offer traditional Prov
encal homes and a compellingly
nch atmosphere along with more
and better
value than along the coast.

greater privacy

Central

30 minutes
from Saint-Tropez and within one

privaie gard
€450,000. “The price range between
€400,000 and £650,000 is where we
are seeing most demand from British
and American buyers, says Mr Clark.
‘Favourable currency ratesand cheap
borrowing mean that demand in this
price bracket is as high now

as it has been for years.
Popular market villages include
medicval Fayence and Seillans, This
is rural, quiet . within




