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OVERSEAS

he challenges of setting

up & business in

rural France will e

there far a1l 1o see

next menth, as

The Hundred-Fool

Journey opens in

cinemas, [ the film, 4
father and son open an Indian
restaurant opposite a Micholin-starred
classic French establishment run by the
steely Helen Missen, in a small village in
the southiwest

Local opposition to outsiders may
b 4 central theme of this Steven
Spielbeny/Oprah Winfrey production,
but in real life painfully eomplicated
papervork is likely to provide the most
drama for small bugingss ownars

With the early marning stroll to the
boulangerie perhaps the most onerous
part of ronning a B&B, or chambre
in France, it is still a popular
ambition for many British expats looking
for a flexible lifestyle in the sun,
Howewver, it may nol effer the easy
meney it once did.

President Hollande's viacillating
approach to taxation has made it even
harder for foreign amto-entreprenaurs to
keep up. hut has it soured the dream or

iv

Andrea and Nick Morris’s B&B, Maison du Paradou in I"mt-lme. on sale with Aylestord Internstional

Run a business from
home the French way

_peop!

“Many people are trying to sell B&Bs

because not evervone can bank enough
¢ to make it work”

This is not the ease with Andrea
Morris, one of Pagley-Tylers clients.

She has run La Maison du Paradou,

& high-end B&B In Provence for seven
years. After operaling o highly suceessful
B&B in Edinburgh, she end her hushand,
Nick, a former champagne jmporter and
Financier, work six months @ vear to
provide a “fvesstar hotel” service in their
simptuous 17ti-century coaching inn at
the foot of the Alpilles (rooms from
€225, or £131, per night).

"It's beeen a fabulous lifestyle that has
enabbed us o five in a beaukful
home in Provence and earn &
sreat income,” says
Andres, who had just
cookad & starlic
dinnas for 12 guests.
“Home-based,
there’ no stress
of eommuting,
and you can Lake
part of the vear

off”

Not afraid of the bureaucracy and taxes? Then setting up
a B&B could be your new career, says Liz Rowlinson

Britons opening businesses in France
Agents supgest this might be a smart
ove. "We have a lot of British buyers

currenily leoking for propertios
that can produce an income
in France, mainly B&Bs
ar gites, but dlso.
vineyards and
campsites.” says
Tim Swannie of

, Tome=Hunts.

Ly

excellent interest
§ rates being
offered by banks
and strength of the
= pound against the
euro tombine to
ourtwelgh any tax
increases”
Trevor Lepgett, of Legpett
Immuabilier, suggests that lifestvle factors
will always prevail anyway: “When

Their 550 50 0
five-bedroom
house with pool
and separate guest
brouse ~— with its own

" pool — is on the
market for €2,887500
{aylesford.com) because, now in
their fifties, the Morrises want to sperad
more tine with their grandchildren,
Nick has also set himself up a5 1
consullant, offering advice o other

Above, Albert Wilson
with his partner Dawin
G.regg and daughters

Hote culture

® Be organised: focus on the details

@ Identify your target market and
know what they expect for thelir money
® Make your B&B the best value at
vour leve]

® Give a bit of love: a cmnDlimenulrv
drink on arrival, for exay

8 red le
He lets out five of ure
rooms on & B&B basis

setting up a B&B, da:udms, mc‘urf tend
o be hasic issues like sunshine,

I 2
Makson du Paradou, with its besutiful
gardens, is on the market for €2.887500

landscape, eultural appeal and
affordability of the property,” he savs.

“Demand has always been for the
Lraditional strongholds of
Aguitaine/Dordogne and Poitou-
Charentes, but competition is strong.
Recent inferest in the Midi-Pyrénées
and the Rhine-Alpes has probubly been

by the explosion of interest in
eyeling holidays in the 1K

Finding such a specialist miche for
your hesiness and marketing it as such is
one piece of advice Leggett is keen to
stress. Having more than one meome
source is another. supgests Sally West
whe, with her husband, Mark, is in her
thiee] season of runming a B&R plus pite
rental in a handsome 400,000 manar
Touse in Chalais, Charente.

“Vou need to advertise widely and in
the right places, on French sites such as
amivac.cam as well as the main British
partals and Facehook, and also offar
good value and excellent facilities for the
price; Qur rooms start at €65 per night,”
says Sally, She also warns of the hard
work and “hoerrendous” social taes
{entisations soclales) pavahle on earnings

They are cerlainly complicated, hut
with a total of 14 per cent (for
auto-gnlreprencers earning less than
€82,200}, such ncome tax is less than
you might pay in the UK, acconding to
Albert Wilson, who runs the
15th-century Chiteau du Bourbet in
Cherval, Dondogne,

The former London-based 1T
consultant lefs out five of the ten
bedrooms to guests ab €120 per night:
(any more than six rooms in use and a
B&B i classed a3 a hotel).

"I fee] like I'm an haoliday all the time"
he says, "We've had the hest year so far
financially and we earn-enough to live
well, if not the same as 1 did in the Gity.
Yo are only heavily taxed lin Pranee if
you earn a lot of menay,”
home-bents.cony; frenchestoleagents.com;
snasondaparadau.com; incharente.com;
chateauduboushet.com
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