“I1's stillan area where
English is not widely spoken.
elcome,
they haven't overrun or
abused the place. In fact, it's
almost like being in a time
capsule. ' truly Spanish,
totally unspoflt.”

‘e on therise again. You can
snap up 2 one-bedroom fa
in the village for €65,000, o
€320,000 for a beachside one:
th 2 shared pool. Villas
typically range from €120,000
o nearly €900,000, while
period houses in a raditional
peblo blanco (*white town")
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Why blow a fortune on a holiday home in a prime seaside spat, only to find crowded beaches and
British accents everywhere you go? Liz Gill finds the hest bargains on Europe's hidden coasts

hat could be
better than a bolt hole In the

eateries — po
walletfriendly taxi fare from

heel of Italy — may beless
well known, but they
Tess expensive. Another plus s

always had weekend homes
here, but it's somehow
through the gap,” he says.
“It’sripe i

Maresme is not particularly
cheap: Lucas Fox's average
sale price last year was
€1.6m, while villas clsewhere

beach or get the best table for
funch. In this instance, less is
definitely more.

SPAIN

Maresme, Catalonia
d

Stuart Davis, both 48, barely
cnew the Maresme coast

in the area 12 years ago,
after David’s job as director.

10 €3m. Flas typicaly go for
ahout €400,000. Vet because
i the Barcelon:

‘commuter belt, and there
hasn't been the same craze for

th,

po -
while queuing for the budget

maflana R&R, then forget the

area. They p a2
six-bedroom house high
above the village of Alella,

fight, thousands ofus turm clichéd costas. For beautiful Costa de la Luz, Andalusia
ughts o the idea i cs, ¢ with views down to Barcelona | Every Briton hus heard of
econd home abroad. Sadly, lovely  and over th algar, says Giyn Lewis,
the reality of prices in the e il i P under of Andaluz T
fashionable hotspots, even © sense of community —along  for €1.395m (EL125m; but few make the connection
atter s enough | wi Iucasfox.com) sothey can  with the Gosta de la Luz, off
o put most people of. local spirt — you shouldbe  butlove  whi .
Ifyou truly hanker after G ' theyplanto : Vet
an affordable investment, why ©  Alex Vaughan, the Beiish - buy a flat. unspoilt — and admittedly
hidden | co- “We dom i y — corner of
consts? agency i i £ Andalusia, mi
i tan city, is puzzled “Ivsareal | Cadiz and Gibraltar.
locals, ave yet o turn the  asto why the Joy. Every villge “1
secondhomer. from Barcelona, has o far racter. There’s nomass | Lewis says. “You get lwyers,
‘The locations — from the  : escaped British atention. tourism. | think the Catalans | teachers, musicians — people
‘windy Spanish coast tothe  + “Wealthy i » who want i
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it means thereare stkct
Dullding laws o preveat it
prices here haverrt becn
Inflted by overtnduigent
Toreign buyers.”
Voul ypioaly pay
ew @
frogrenteteb oot  The sea s just as i
destination. President e
Hollande holidays on the Cap * RIS Cavalaire:sur-Mer.
and Carla e 'relookingat
nave 4 home near Alguebelle~ + I (R LA éi2m: €25m
(a5 does Tracey Eunin), “These | [ o
are for those who want as in St TI’anZ Cate de Vermeille,
1o be private, rather than ®
show off,” Christinger says.
New biyers are beginning
toenjoy larger townssuch s | The CtedeVermell,f, s 25
Hyeres and Toulon. “People ‘beautiful as it is affordable; grab a
ik they can't afford the  anch tabi utsde ad caecrl
e s
only think of the Riviera,” Maresme coast, below, is an
it Bt s
part of the coast, between
St Tropez and Marselles, is
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